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Place Narrative

Purpose

• Bring together our spatial priorities in one place

• Describe our places and how they interact

• Explain the key spatial layers in the infrastructure map

• Provides a home for information relating to our SPAs

• Signpost our other policy documents / delivery plans

• It does not aim to categorise / characterise all places

• But should help to tell the story of our city region and our ambition



The Place Narrative will describe our places and how they relate to 
each other. It will summarise the investment plans in place to 
ensure that our places thrive and that collectively we can: 

Boost productivity – helping businesses to grow and bringing new 
investment into the region to drive economic growth and create jobs

Enable inclusive growth – ensuring that economic growth leads to 
opportunities for all who live and work in our region

Deliver 21st Century transport – creating efficient transport 
infrastructure that makes it easier to get to work, do business and 
connect with each other

Support clean growth – growing our region‘s economy while also 
cutting C02
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How does it fit?

• It forms part of the Strategic Economic Framework

• It reflects Local Plan priorities of partner authorities

• It is not new policy it presents our existing priorities spatially

• It draws spatial priorities from documents such as 

• Local Plans

• West Yorkshire Transport Strategy

• Leeds City Region Connectivity Strategy

• Leeds City Region Cultural and Inclusive Growth Frameworks and 
signposts to these documents / delivery plans. 



Part 1: Our Places

• Written description of our key places

• Illustrative maps

• Subjectivity in describing places

• Choosing the right examples
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• Our People (inclusive growth, 
deprivation, access to jobs / skills / 
leisure and culture opportunities, 
employment land)

• Our Environment (clean growth, 
climate resilience / flood / green 
and blue infrastructure / energy)

• Our Housing (existing stock, 
affordability, design quality, 
planned housing growth)

Part 2: Spatial Challenges
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Part 3: Investment in Places

Enabling infrastructure (what we have planned)

• transport infrastructure including active travel
• digital connectivity
• flood resilience
• place-based investment including SPAs and towns fund
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What you said:

Summary 
• Supportive of the work 
• Engaged with the work and happy to contribute to its development
• It should address distinctiveness and not try to achieve too much
• It should be a Leeds City Region document as well as focus on some individual 

places
• Recognition that this is a difficult task / drafting documents by committee

Purpose / Audience
• Some uncertainty over audience and whether it is a promotional or technical 

document.
• It could become a base document that can be used for multiple different things, 

including bid documents and / or future policy development.
• It should have a clear spatial narrative to help to express our ambitions to 

government. 
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What you said:

Content / Approach
• Agree that district by district doesn’t give a sum of our parts.
• A description drawing out key themes such as beauty, people and connectivity 

may be better than going straight to describing key settlements.
• Polycentricity is a defining feature.
• Acknowledgement that we will have to prioritise which places we talk about.
• Cities are not necessarily driving growth, narrative around towns is important.
• Could use dynamic graphics and images to help understanding of places.
• Describe the places that we are trying to grow and develop. 
• Narrative should be honest about the challenges. 
• Like the idea of inter-connectivity and pulling in other documents. 
• It must describe what is unique about our city region including the challenges 

such as flood risk.
• Use of metrics at the front end will be useful – profile of the area.
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Progress in response to feedback:

• The primary aim of the Place Narrative is to be a layer of economic policy not a 
communications piece. 

• The narrative will primarily support the Local Industrial Strategy by having a 
clear spatial narrative to express our ambitions.

• Use of GIS storymap to address challenges presented by using static maps. 

• Narrative describes the city region as whole followed by 4 quadrants, the 
storymap allows this to be done in a logical and user-friendly way. 

• Key themes have been included: beauty, people and form, this includes 
reference to the polycentric nature of the city region.



• The narrative does focus on some places rather than others but includes 
narrative around our towns. We will be seeking contributions and feedback 
from all authorities on how to shape this. 

• We are aiming to be honest about the challenges and continue to work on 
these (people / environment / housing) as no specific feedback was provided 
on the scope.

• The investment section will describe the places that we are trying to grow 
and develop and will include work recently undertaken to update SPAs.  

• The narrative signposts other documents and policy work.

• Metrics will be used to provide a profile of the city region as a whole and of 
key places within the city region. 
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Next Steps:

• Aiming to get a full draft of the storymap content by end July ready to share with officers 
and members in August / September. 

• Hoping to share it as a link to the interactive storymap document (this may require a 
guest login)

• Outline programme identifies 14th October Place Panel as an opportunity to consult on a 
full draft.

• Proposed period to gain approvals from Nov to Feb 2021 (targeting Place Panel 28th

January and 04th February CA).


